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   This edition marks the return of Eye on the Legislature for its tenth year. Also, for the first time in a decade, the Republicans are in the majority, albeit it by one, while the Democrats retained their hold on the House of Representatives.
   The two may be unrelated but the Governor's State-of-the-State is scheduled for delivery on January 15, 2015, a full week after the legislature convened. We'll see if the two are connectd when we hear the Governor's speech later this week. Typically, Eye on the Legislature begins with details of the Governor's speech, but this year we'll get right to the legislation already introduced.
   As in past years, discussion of each bill will be followed by the sponsoring legislators' name(s) and phone number at the Capitol. Readers are encouraged to contact those legislators and offer opinions – your opinion just might be a persuading factor to legislators as they debate the merits of various bills. Except where noted, the area code is 303.  
House Bll 15-1029:  Telemedicine is one aspect of new technological innovations. HB 1029 amends the requirement for in-person health care delivery and removes the previous applicable population restriction of 150,000 or fewer residents, provided the care can appropriately be delivered through telemedicine, and the county has the technology necessary for care delivery via telemedicine.
   Other provisions such as reimbursements to providers, deductible, copayment or coinsurance, all terms and services still apply to delivery of health care via telemedicine. Carriers "cannot impose an annual or lifetime dollar maximum that applies separately to telemedicine services." Health care services provided through telemedcine must meet the same standard of care as is required for in-person care. The bill does provide that "A provider can still determine that delivery of care through telemedicine is not appropriate." The amendment takes effect on January 1, 2016, but is subject to a referendum petition/ninety-day period after final adjournment of the General Assembly.
Sponsors of House Bill 15-1029:  Represetatives Perry Buck (R-Larimer,Weld) 970-302-4013, amd Joann Ginal (D-Larimer) 970-419-1116; Senators John Kefalas (D-Larimer) 866-4841, and Beth Martinez Humenik (R-Adams) 866-4863.
House Bill 15-1036:  The purpose of HB 1036 may be telling of the effects of marijuana use in today's society – the need to post sign(s) (clear and obvious) with specific language and  information on the dangers of marijuana to a fetus at medical marijuana centers. That a pregnant woman must be warned about the dangers to fetuses caused by smoking or ingesting marijuana while pregnant says it all. The bill as introduced contains a prohibition that a medical marijuana center agent or employee shall not recommend medical marijuana to a pregnant woman. Perhaps the bill should be expanded to provide for penalties for abuse of the fetus
Sponsors of House Bill 15-1036: Jack Tate (R-Arapahoe) 866-5510. No sponsor as yet in the Senate.
Senate Bill 15-014:   Marijuana issues may be the most demanding of this session. SB 014 as introduced will require the Colorado medical board to adopt rules regarding guidelines for physicians who make medical marijuana recommendations for patients suffering from severe pain (hangnails will not qualify).
   Under SB 014, the state health agency would be required to adopt rules rearding guidelines for primary caregivers to give informed consent to patients that the products they cultivate or produce may contain contaminants and that THC levels are not verified.
   All primary caregivers will be required to register with the state health agency and the state medical marijuana licensing authority. Failure to do so will result in prohibition of never being able to act as a primary caregiver. SB 014 also includes provisions to ensure that the minimum amount of information is shared to prevent a medical marijuana patient from having more than one caregiver and is not using a primary caregiver and a medical marijiana center. Marijuana tax fund monies will be used to fund the implementation.
Sponsors of Senate Bill 15-014:  Senator Irene Aguilar (D-Denver) 866-4852; Representative Jonathan Singer (D-Boulder) 866-2780.
SENATE BILL 15-032:  A law-abiding person will be able to carry a concealed handgun without a permit if SB 032 is passed as introduced, but the current restrictions on carrying of concealed handguns on certain property including school grounds would be preserved.
   As introduced, SB 032 grants authority equal in all respects to the authority granted by a permit to carry a concealed handgun as specificed in Section 18-12-224 of the Colorado Revised Statutes, with the same rights and limitations specified therein.
   Maybe there is an overwhelming hankering to return to the days of the Old West, or someone has been out in the sun too long, but certainly evokes the response from this writer, "Are you kidding me?" Look for some "rabid" debate on this one!
Sponsors of Senate Bill 15-032:  Senator Vicki Marble (R-Broomfield, Larimer, Weld) 866-4876. No sponsor as yet in the House of Representatives.
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
